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The story of the Little Red Book speaks to the coming of age of the postwar generation; the unresolved legacies of fascism and totalitarianism; the disenchantment with liberalism and state socialism; the descent into the Cold War and the threat of nuclear confrontation; the often unfulfilled promises of national liberation in the postcolonial world; the accelerated globalization of capitalism; and the mass production and radical appropriation of popular culture. The Little Red Book allows us to talk about these abstract issues concretely, and each is emphasized to varying degrees within and across the chapters before you. Each chapter may be read profitably on its own, but the value of each increases as it is read in conjunction with the others. The number of different threads means that shared concerns are found in chapters far apart on the global map and in the table of contents. To take just one small example, Andrew Jones' discussion of the pop song "hook" in China finds echoes in Elizabeth McGuire's dissection of bawdy socialist humor in the Soviet Union and Dominique Reill's analysis of pop culture Orientalism in Italy. This means that the chapters could have been arranged in a number of different ways.
As it stands, the chapters are organized according to a logic explained more fully in my introduction. Briefly, I argue that the Little Red Book aimed to explode the Cold War order by exploiting various fissions and fusions within and between the First World of American-style capitalism, the Second World of Soviet-style socialism, and an underdeveloped but emerging Third World. We begin with chapters that examine the Little Red Book in China. Daniel Leese details the origins, production, and dissemination of Quotations from Chairman Mao in China, and also explains the book's eventual demise. Andrew Jones looks at the quotations set to music, exploring the technological and ideological implications of their proliferation in cross-platform and multimedia forms. Guobin Yang turns our attention to the violence wrought by Mao's quotations, using a case study of factionalism and conflicting interpretive commitments during the height of the Cultural Revolution. Lanjun Xu's chapter, which examines the mechanisms by which the Little Red Book was translated for export, pivots from China to the rest of the world. From there, the volume considers the Third World, Second World, and First World in turn. Sreemati Chakrabarti argues that in India, where Third World Maoism had the greatest influence during the Cultural Revolution period and where Maoism continues to exert influence today, the heyday of the Little Red Book was brief. Likewise, David Scott Palmer shows that the leaders of Peru's Shining Path patterned their violent crusade on simplistic adaptations of Maoist principles, often to the detriment of those they claimed to defend. Priya Lal's study of Ban Wang's concluding chapter, originally delivered as the keynote address at our Berkeley conference, brings the discussion back to our fundamental premise: the Little Red Book is what people made of it. It is perhaps tempting to think of it as the sacred word of a totalitarian godhead, exerting its numinous power over the mass of enslaved idolaters -or as an ironic accessory for the nonbelievers who know better. Against the grain of such assumptions, Ban Wang argues that in China the Little Red Book -as a fixed text open to interpretation -set in motion a reformation with genuine possibilities for protest, agency, emancipation, and democracy. This volume is intended to challenge and provoke the reader; it is an opening. In the beginning is the word -but that is only the beginning.
